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New Hancock Central School 


Hancock Central 


The new the Hancock Central 
School was formally dedicated on October 27th 
when more than 1000 persons heard addresses 
in the auditorium of the school and later in- 
beautiful building and its adequate 
Speakers at the dedication included 
Ray P. Snyder, the Rural Educa- 
tion Division of the Department; Charles B 
Gibbs, district superintendent of schools; E. C. 
Hocmer, Fred E. Fifield, 
dent of the board of education. 

The new building serves pupils of 11 districts 
in the towns of Hancock and Tompkins, Dela- 
The central district was organ- 


building of 


spected the 
equipment. 
Director of 


principal; and presi- 


ware 


county. 


School Dedicated 


ized on January 30, 1931, and a bond issue of 
$538,000 for the erection and equipment of the 
building was approved with only nine dissenting 
votes out of 250. 

The 


fireproof throughout. 


building is of attractive design and is 


It includes a gymnasium, 


shop, agricultural department, kindergarten, 


cafeteria, health room, auditorium, administra- 


library, laboratories and adequate 
The 
with speakers in all important 


tive offices, 


classrooms. building is provided with 


radio equipment, 


announcements can be made from 


rooms so that 
the administrative offices. 
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Our Opportunities in a Day of Economy’ 


COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


For four years public education has been pass- 
ing through an epoch that has blanched the 
cheek and shattered the nerves of many a firm 
friend of education, but through it all the school 
authorities of New York State have as a whole 
remained steadfast and unshaken. It has been 
a period of hysterical economy and budgetary 
retrenchment and ruin. School building has 


almost completely discontinued and sup- 


been 
plies have been dangerously curtailed; salaries 
have been seriously reduced and sometimes un- 
school year has often 


paid for months; the 


been shortened by a month or more, and in 
some states hundreds of schools have actually 
been But in New York the financial 
storm has wrought far less damage than was 
anticipated and than occurred in practically 
every other part of the country. The public 
schools of this State have for the most part 
held their own and have met with no cataclysmic 
Despite the distress that has been 


closed. 


setbacks. 
pressing upon us, reasonable support for educa- 
tion is still forthcoming. No schools have been 
closed, no child has been deprived of the right 
of school attendance, no teacher has gone un- 
paid, and only in insignificant instances have 
any school districts failed to meet their obliga- 


tions. In these difficult and trying times the 
school boards of New York have, as a rule, 
stood four-square in resisting all attempts to 


wreck education under the guise of economy, 


ind have performed a_ conspicuous — public 
service. 

This means that in such a crisis as we have 
been passing through boards of education have 
had to turn a deaf ear to all the demands for 
a wholesale and ill-considered cutting of school 
Such a stand they have regularly taken, 
and 


funds. 


under considerable _ political 


When a group of selfish in- 


even when 
social pressure. 
terests has blindly recommended that state ap- 
propriations for education shall be immediately 
cut by 25 or even 50 per cent or when a 
vociferous portion of the community has in- 
sisted that every educational service in the pro- 
gram not rendered by the schools fifty years 
ago shall be immediately junked, the upright 


members of our school boards have shown them- 


FRANK PIERREPONT GRAVES 


selves capable of resisting these unreasonable 
demands to the bitter end. 

School boards have consistently held that the 
educational advantages of pupils must never be 
sacrificed and that finances can be construed 
only in terms of the needs of young people. 
Economy to them has been justifiable only so 
far as it permits of an adequate school year and 
regular attendance of all children of school age, 
guarantees vigorous physical and mental health, 
and _ effective 

school 


curriculum — revision 


differentiated 


continues 


teaching, maintains units 
and ability grouping and individual instruction, 
stimulating supervision and ad- 


and upholds 


ministration. The arguments made to curtail 
these services have been specious and loud, but 
the boards of education in this State have, as a 
whole, successfully contended that where re- 
duced expenditures lower educational efficiency 
and the development of American citizenship 
there is no true economy. 

Such a test of economy should, on the other 
hand, be fully borne in mind during the depres- 
sion by members of our teaching profession. 
The right of every American boy and girl to a 
sound education and the necessity of free and 
effective schools to the perpetuity of our Nation 
have been the central conception of all high- 
minded teachers, and should always be the sole 
basis upon which to appeal for the maintenance 
even when all other 


of educational facilities 


interests are suffering. But only so far as 
educational appropriations are essential to safe- 
guard the needs of the young people of America 
has our guild any claim upon the public purse. 
Money is, of welfare 
of our children, and any drastic curtailment of 
toward national 


course, essential to the 


school funds steer us 


suicide, but our plea for continued support of 


may 


schools and teachers in this day of economy 
must be predicated upon the rights of childhood 
and the efficiency of citizenship. 

Elaborate building, an enriched course of 
study, instruction especially adapted to each and 
every pupil, and working conditions that pro- 
mote the satisfaction and efficiency of teachers 
may all prove essential to sound education; yet 


there can be no defense for commodious and 


1 Address, in part, before the New York State School Boards Association, October 30, 1933, at Syracuse. 
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well-equipped schools, libraries, playgrounds, 


gymnasiums, salary schedules, 


sick leave and 


laboratories, 
secure tenure, sabbatical years, 
retiring allowances, except as they lead to the 
physical and mental development of pupils and 
a better outlook for American democracy. We 
can not logically oppose the encroachment of 
selfish interests on the ground that they would 
make our school children bear the entire burden 
of the depression, unless we are willing our- 
selves to give up all expenditures that do not 
directly contribute to the better training of 
citizenship. 

It is the duty of teachers in this time of 
emergency to help reduce educational expendi- 
tures to the lowest possible amount consistent 
with the of 


Our profession was at first slow to realize this 


maintenance essential services. 
and educational organizations were inclined to 
resist any and all efforts to lower educational 
costs. Eventually, however, the teachers rose 


to the situation and for more than two years 
they have patriotically endeavored to suggest 
and embody economies in school budgets 
wherever it was possible. 

Teachers are now generally accepting a cut 
in salaries or turning over a certain percentage 
of their stipends to the public treasury or to 
unemployment funds, and are undertaking an 
increase in the size of their classes or the length 
Likewise they are sug- 
of the building 


forces, 


of their hours of duty. 


gesting such reorganization 
plant, maintenance and operation 
the staff will provide 


effective utilization 


and 


as for more 


and _ better 


teaching 
service. They 


shall be 
study 


are also insisting that buildings con- 


structed only after sufficient has been 
made of the educational program, and so rooms 
are no longer being left vacant for a consider- 
able part of the time. With their consent and 
advice, budgets are now being better prepared 
and proposed expenditures are being based upon 
unit costs, so that much waste due to careless- 
ness in estimating and spending school monies 
is being eliminated. Thus large savings are 
being made and the cost of the school system 
is substantially reduced without interfering with 
These 


still 


the efficiency of the service rendered. 
efforts to effect while 
being loyal to the interests of the children, have 


school economies, 


won for the teachers the warm appreciation of 


school boards and have paved the way for 


effective cooperation in defense of the schools. 
In this way the school boards and the teachers 


of New York have in this day of economy 
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found themselves nearly 


ground than ever before in the history of their 


more on common 


relations. 3oth groups are struggling to their 
utmost to preserve the efficiency of public edu- 
cation in the midst of most difficult and trying 
conditions. While the motives and earnestness 
of both parties have been equally high, you 
school board members, as yourselves laymen and 
representatives of the citizenry, are not open 
to suspicion of fanaticism or ulterior motiva- 
tion as are we of the profession, in defending 
modern You 
opportunity to do a more effective work than 


educational practices. have an 
we possibly can in interpreting the aims and 
procedures of present-day education to the pub- 
lic and giving it a clear and comprehensive un- 
derstanding of its schools. 

The need of such interpretation is at once 
patent when we consider the immense amount 
of loose talk concerning “ fads and frills” and 
the need of confining public schools to time- 
has 
New 


York has not been entirely free from misunder- 


honored training in the three R’s, which 


recently swept over the country. Even 


standing of this sort. Many good people of a 
past generation find it difficult to appreciate the 
changes in the character of public school train- 
All the new units of 

of 
and additional subjects and activities in the cur- 


ing since their own day. 


organization, complexities administration, 


riculum they regard as an unnecessary burden 


on the public treasury. They think of the 
schools as they were when they were children 
and resent the departure from this standard. 


They forget the profound changes that have 


f social living, 


taken place in other phases 
which must vitally affect the conception and 
fail to that 
the school must reflect the social conditions of 


content of education, and realize 
the times, if it is to be really effective. 
This critical attitude upon the part of many 
otherwise honest and intelligent persons affords 
a golden opportunity for the school board mem- 
ber who has through experience become in- 
formed on modern education. He can, without 
being suspected of bias, show that, while there 
are now many features did not 
when the adult of today went to school, there 
are likewise many new things in modern life in 
general that are These will in- 
evitably affect education, for the public schools 
must prepare for the life its pupils are to enter. 
Excellent illustrations of such innovations are 
and automobile, which 


which exist 


desirable. 


found in the telephone 
have lengthened the radius of community life 
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and brought all parts of the world together. 
These and other features have made the daily 
paper an important item of instruction and 
caused the film and radio to be reckoned as 
educational forces to be capitalized by the 
school. 

Affairs of the world have thus become the 
legitimate subject matter of instruction and are 
bound to be influential in the growth of chil- 
dren. The centralization of population and the 
change in the housing situation from one- 
family dwellings to apartments of ever decreas- 
ing size have likewise had a striking effect upon 
the school through the lack of opportunities for 
play, social contacts and learning from en- 
vironment. Hence have sprung the new de- 
mands for nursery schools, parent education 
and recreational facilities for school children in 
the evening, on Saturdays and during vacations. 
When we add to this the effects of decreasing 
birth rate and increasing divorce, we can see 
how the former responsibilities of parents have 
now devolved upon the teachers. The school 
has largely been substituted for the home in 
training for health, vocations, morals and citi- 
zenship, and this has involved medical inspec- 
tion, physical education, nutrition, playgrounds, 
athletic fields, libraries, museums, laboratories 
and community centers as part of public educa- 
tion. The teachers did not seek this job and 
did not want it, but they are bound to assume 
it, if modern democracy is not to fail. 

Such are some of the special opportunities 
that have fallen to teachers and board members 
in this day of economy. We must both of us 
recognize the difficulty of the present problems 
and exert ourselves to the utmost to solve them 
effectively. Our cooperation is urgently de- 
manded by the situation. We have already 
accomplished much by our union, but greater 
victories must be in store for us. It has 
afforded me the liveliest satisfaction to be in- 
vited to assist in mapping out the campaign. 


—o—_—_ 


Patrick H. Cullen, principal of School 3, 
Kingston, and for 35 years connected with the 
public schools of that city, died suddenly on 
November Ist at his home in Kingston. He 
was 66 years old. Mr Cullen was highly re- 
spected among his colleagues and by students 
and school patrons. 


Vocational Association 
Will Meet in Syracuse 


The fourth annual meeting of the New York 
State Vocational Association will be held De- 
cember 28th and 29th in Syracuse. The theme 
of the meeting will be “ Vocational Education: 
Its Distinctive Function in Social Reconstruc- 
tion.” 

A general session will be held on the morn- 
ing of December 28th in the Hotel Syracuse. 
Addresses will be given by Walter Rauten- 
strauch of Columbia University, and Henry 
James Forman. The annual banquet will be 
held that evening with addresses by Dr Harold 
Rugg of Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, and Dr Lewis A. Wilson, Assistant Com- 
missioner for Vocational and Extension Educa- 
tion. The annual business session will be held 
on the afternoon of December 29th. 

Section meetings will be held on Thursday 
afternoon for teachers of homemaking and home 
agricultural 
arts, trade education for boys, commercial edu- 


economics, education, industrial 
cation, part-time school education, and teacher 
training, and on the morning of December 29th 
for teachers of guidance, industrial arts, tech- 
nical education, trade education for girls, special 
institutions and homemaking. The home eco- 
nomics section meeting will consist of a cloth- 
ing clinic to be held in the William Nottingham 
School. 


—o-—_ 


Science Teachers Will Meet 
in Boston December 29th 


The council of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science has authorized its 
committee on place of science in education to 
prepare a one-day program to be given on De- 
cember 29th in Boston. Science teachers are 
invited to attend and science teachers’ organi- 
zations are asked to send representatives. The 
program will include discussions of such topics 
as the following: reports of experiments in 
teaching scientific method, the science teacher’s 
scholarship and professional training, experi- 
ments with science clubs, some reactions of 
science upon those who study it, organizations 
of science teachers. Morris Meister, chairman 
of the physical science department of Haaren 
High School, New York, will speak on experi- 
ments with high school science clubs. 
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Associated Academic Principals Plan Interesting Meeting 


The forty-ninth annual conference of the 
Associated Academic Principals of the State of 
New York will be held on December 27th-29th 
in Syracuse. Headquarters will be at the 
Onondaga Hotel. 

The first scheduled meeting will be at 2.30 
o'clock on the afternoon of December 27th 
when the council will assemble. This will be 
followed by a reception in honor of all men and 
women who have newly assumed principalships 
or vice principalships of secondary schools in 
the State during the past year. Later 
Dr George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner 
for Secondary Education, will discuss the 
recently adopted regulations for certification of 
high school principals and the policies and prac- 
tices under which the special advanced training 
required is being administered. Dr A. W. 
Skinner, Director of the Examinations and In- 
spections Division of the State Education De- 
partment, and honorary president of the organ- 
ization, will preside at a round-table conference 
at which problems submitted in advance to 
Doctor Skinner will be discussed. 

At the thirteenth annual banquet to be held 
at the Hotel Syracuse on Wednesday evening, 
the main speaker will be Philip F. LaFollette, 
former governor of Wisconsin, whose topic will 
be “ Where Are We Going?” 

The meeting on the morning of December 
28th will be held in the Syracuse Central High 
School auditorium. The work and worth of 
the National Education Association will be pre- 
sented by Donald M. Tower of Binghamton. 
Principal H. H. Stewart of Mount Vernon, 
chairman of the committee on relationships 
between high schools and colleges, will report. 
This committee has been working in close co- 
operation with a similar committee appointed by 
the State Association of Universities and Col- 
leges, and Dr W. W. Coxe, Director of the 
Educational Research Division of the State 
Education Department, will draw some conclu- 
sions from replies to the questionnaires which 
these committees have been circulating. The 
facilities and services offered by the Educa- 
fureau will be presented by 
Smithtown 


tional Records 
Gilbert R. Lyon of 
Principal Curtis H. Threlkeld, South 
J., the only public high school 


Principal 
Branch. 
Orange, N. 
principal on the Carnegie Commission recently 


organized by the Secondary School Principals 
Department of the National Education Associa- 
tion, will outline the work to be undertaken by 
that commission. 

Principals of small and large high schools, 
junior high schools and central rural schools 
will meet in section groups for luncheon and 
remain during the afternoon for section meet- 
ings. The evening is reserved for college din- 
ners and reunions. 

The annual business meeting will be held on 
the morning of December 29th. At that time 
also Principal John M. Sayles of Milne High 
School, Albany, will talk on “ The Obligations 
of the Administrator in Regard to Classroom 
Procedure.” What is expected to be the out- 
standing educational address of the meeting will 
be given when Dr Leonard V. Koos of the 
University of Chicago speaks on “ The Ameri- 
can High School as Revealed through the 
National Survey of Secondary Education.” 
Doctor Koos was the associate director of this 
survey and actively in charge of it under Dr 
William J. Cooper, United States Commissioner 
of Education at the time the survey was made 


——-———— 


Research Association To Meet 
December 27th in Syracuse 
The Educational Research Association of 
New York State will hold a luncheon meeting 
at 12.15 o'clock Wednesday afternoon, Decem- 
ber 27th, in Parlor D of the Hotel Syracuse in 
Syracuse. The speakers and their subjects 
will be: “ Technics for Setting Up a Schedule 
of Recitation Rooms for New York State 
Schools of 400 Enrolment and Less,” Dr Wil- 
liam K. Wilson, supervisor, School Buildings 
and Grounds Division, State Education Depart- 
ment; “A Comparison of the Persistence and 
Achievements of Village and Rural Pupils in 
Three New York State High Schools,” Chester 
W. Hovey, principal, Clifton Springs High 
School; “ The Specific Teaching Combinations 
of Teachers in Small New York Secondary 
Schools,” Charles E. Gazlay, Teachers College, 
Syracuse University; “ Some Lessons from the 
Study of Small High Schools of the National 
Survey of Secondary Education,” Dr Emery N. 
Ferriss, professor of rural education, Cornell 


University. 
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School Boards Ask State and Federal Aid for Education 


The merger of the Associated School Boards 
and Trustees of the State of New York and 
the New York State Association of Central 
Rural School District Boards was completed on 
October 30th when a new organization known 
as the New York State School Boards Associa- 
tion was created and its constitution was 
adopted. 

The new association will have four sections, 
each headed by a vice president. Guy W. 
Cheney of Corning was elected president. The 
following were elected vice presidents: central 
section, Enos Lee, Yorktown Heights; 
tion, Mrs E. L. Robertson, 
section, G. Burchard Smith, 
section, Willis C. Ellis, Shortsville. 
Seber of Troy was elected treasurer. 


city sec- 
village 
Freeport; rural 


William F. 


Syracuse ; 


Resolutions were adopted asking that state 
aid for education be maintained at the full 
amount as provided in the equalization plan of 
the Education Law and requesting that federal 
emergency funds be made available to maintain 
essential educational services of the schools. 
The resolution regarding state aid follows: 

Wuereas, Certain organizations are working 
for a reduction in state aid for education under 
the misapprehension that thereby real estate 
taxes will be lowered; 

Wuereas, State aid for education does not 
come from monies raised from taxation of real 
estate ; 

Wuereas, Any reduction in the present level 
of state aid for education will either increase 
taxation of local real estate or curtail educa- 
tional opportunity ; 


Wuereas, The present level of state aid for 
education is absolutely essential to maintain the 
present high standard and we believe that high 
standard must be maintained, 

Resolved, That the New York State School 
Boards Association pledge its unqualified sup- 
port toward maintaining the level of state aid 
for education at the full amount as provided in 
the equalization plan of the Education Law and 
exert its influence to this end in every manner 
possible. 

The resolution 
schools follows: 


regarding federal aid for 


Wuenreas, The crisis in education has become 
nationwide and is resulting in a situation in 
which hundreds of thousands of children are 
being deprived of fundamental educational op- 
portunity ; and 

Wuereas, The continuance of this condition 
threatens the very foundations of our demo- 
cratic society and endangers our liberty, we the 
New York State School Boards Association in 
convention assembled at Syracuse, N. Y., on 
October 31, 1933, 

Resolved, That adequate emergency funds be 
made available to maintain essential educational 
services for all the children of the Nation; and 

Resolved, That these emergency funds be 
made available to the several states in propor- 
tion to their needs and to be expended under the 
control and administration of state and local 
educational authorities; and 

Resolved, That in the future appropriations 
for public works and general economic recovery, 
public education be given recognition commen- 
surate with its importance in our national life; 
and 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
sent to our representatives in the Congress, to 
the Secretary of the Interior and to the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 





Christmas Seal Campaign 

The annual sale of 
Christmas seals to raise 
funds for the preven- 
tion and cure of tuber- 
culosis, which still is 


the greatest public 





health problem, is be- 
ing conducted from Thanksgiving to Christmas 


by local, state and national tuberculosis associa- 


tions. 





Vice Chancellor Mangan 
Speaks at Clinton School 


Vice Chancellor Thomas J. Mangan of the 
Board of Regents was one of the speakers at 
the dedication of the new Clinton Junior-Senior 
High School on September 5th. Other speakers 
were Ray P. Snyder, Director of the Rural 
Education Division of the Department; Dr 
Frederick C. Ferry, Hamilton 
Principal Howard G. Shineman; and 


president of 
College; 
Robert O. 


Burns, president of the board of 


education. 
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Parent-Teacher Group 
Adopts State Platform 


The responsibility of the home, the school and 
the community in the training of children is 
set forth in the platform of the New York 
State Congress of Parents and Teachers adopted 


at its annual convention in October. The plat- 


form follows in part: 

Because the home is the most important in- 
fluence in the life of the child, we believe in 
the need for understanding parents, who accept 
full responsibility to provide for each child such 
favorable conditions as are necessary for the 
normal development of his mind, character and 
emotions from birth through adolescence. 

We stand for the ideals of the home as ex- 
pressed in the Children’s Charter and we urge 
these rights for every child. 

That parents may appreciate and assume the 
responsibility of the home, we recognize the 
need of a wider interest in parent education. 

In order that the home may meet its re- 
sponsibility for parent understanding of and 
cooperation with the school, we recommend the 
study of the objectives, the curriculum, the ad- 
ministration and the financing of the public 
schools in New York State. 

We believe that the schools of New York 
State should provide an education for each child 
broad enough to suit his educational needs and 
interests which develop to the full his abilities 
and possibilities from kindergarten through 
high school. We reaffirm our conviction that 
the State of New York should continue to grant 
full state aid to education as provided in the 
state aid law, the purpose of which is destroyed 
by arbitrary limitation. 

Because “Children are the Nation’s greatest 
asset,” we believe that every community should 
carefully safeguard these assets by providing 
for its children modern efficient health services, 
every possible safety precaution, educational 
facilities to meet the needs of every child, year 
round recreational facilities under trained super- 
vision, adequate program of prevention and pro- 
tection for delinquent and dependent children 
and the enactment and enforcement of laws 
safeguarding education and the welfare of our 
children. 





o-— 


N. R. A. Revises Regulations 
for Employment of Minors 


The N.R.A. regulations with reference to em- 
ployment of 14 and 15-year-old minors have 
prohibited their employment in factories under 
any conditions and permitted them to work in 
stores and elsewhere only three hours a day 
and without interference with school attendance. 

An alternative plan has now been set up. 
Minors of 14 or 15 years who qualify may now 
work one day (Saturday) of eight hours a week 
instead of the three hours previously permitted. 
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Art and Literary Awards 
Offered by School Magazine 


The seventh annual high school art exhibit 
Scholastic, 
magazine, will be held again next spring in 
Pittsburgh. This will be the first time the 


sponsored by high school weekly 


f the Carnegie 


exhibit will have the support « 
Corporation of New York, which has recently 
made a grant for the support of this annual art 
display and other activities in high school art 
education. 

This yearly collection of the best high school 
accomplishments in drawing, painting, carving, 
designing, weaving and modeling is selected 
from work submitted from every part of the 
country. Thousands of dollars in cash, scholar- 
ships and national honors are distributed among 
students each year through this competition. 
Several hundred representative pieces of the 
work submitted to the art division of the 
Scholastic awards are selected for display in 
the art exhibition which opens in Pittsburgh 
and later tours several large cities under the 
auspices of the American Federation of Arts. 

Eleven full term scholarships of nine months’ 
study and one summer session scholarship to 
art schools of national repute are being offered 
through the Scholastic awards for 1934. 

In the literary division there are to be prizes 
and honors for student poetry, short stories, 
plays, essays, sketches, book reviews, and sev- 
eral different kinds of newspaper articles. 

Entries for the tenth annual Scholastic awards 
must be submitted to the juries before mid- 
night, March 20, 1934. Complete information 
about this competition including the rules, help- 
ful hints on methods of submitting entries and 
a full list and description of prizes is published 
in a booklet offered free by Scholastic, Cham- 
ber of Commerce Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


of) - 


Dr Paul E. Titsworth 
Installed as Head of Alfred 


Dr Paul Emerson Titsworth was inaugurated 
president of Alfred University on October 20th. 
He succeeds Dr Boothe Colwell Davis, who 
retired last June. More than 70 educational 
institutions were represented at the inaugural 
exercises. The University of the State of New 
York and the State Education Department was 
represented by Dr Harlan H. Horner, Assistant 
Commissioner for Higher Education. 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 


ome semimonthly during the steal year by 
the State Education Department 


Proses, Editor 


Cuanies F. 


This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, N. Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918. 
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Centralized School Popular 


The following typical comment about central 
rural schools is reprinted from an editorial 
the Troy Times of October 27, 1933: 

When the proposition was first broached sev- 
eral years ago to build a central district school 
in Averill Park the reactionaries moaned that 
the cost would raise the taxes beyond reason 
and repeated the old cry, “ The little school was 
good enough for our fathers and is good enough 
for our children.” After much pleading and 
persuasion on the part of more progressive and 
far-seeing citizens a few districts were induced 
to unite in the project, rather reluctantly and 
doubtfully, however. The present fine Averill 
Park Central School was erected at a cost of 
$130,000, adequately equipped to give the chil- 
dren of Sand Lake and adjoining town districts 
educational opportunities up to and through 
High School commensurate with those in the 
cities. The fondest hopes of its promoters 
were more than realized, the tax burden was not 
so great, children and parents became en- 
thusiastic over the great stride taken in educa- 
tion in the home community and soon other 
districts were clamoring to come into the cen- 
tralized district. Several school buses are 
bringing pupils and returning them to their 
homes in all directions from the building, pro- 
tecting them from the dangers of walking to 
school along automobile highways. Classes are 
large enough to give pupils competition in a 
variety of subjects and teachers can specialize 
in the various studies assigned to them, some- 
thing that could not be done by even the best 
single teacher in a one-room school. What has 
been the result? Already, in a very few years, 
the Central School is overcrowded with an en- 
rollment of 380 pupils, more than the building 
was erected to accommodate. But when tax- 
payers were called upon by the Board of Edu- 
cation the other evening to vote on enlarging 
the school building by four more rooms at a 
cost of $30,000 they did so by a ratio of 50 to 2 
The Central School idea has again proved itself. 
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Department Publications 
New publications issued recently by the State 
Education Department include the following : 
Parent Education in New York State, Circular 
of Parent Education Series. 13p. 5 cents 
This publication has been prepared by the Child 
Development and Parent Education Bureau of the 
Department for local groups interested in organizing 
parent education programs and parent education 
committees. A general discussion of the program 
is followed by an explanation of the requirements 
for the two types of parent education groups — 
those led by recognized professional leaders and 
those led by lay leaders under professional guidance 
or by professional leaders. 
Types of Parent Education Groups, Circular 2 
of Parent Education Series. 7p. 5 cents 
A reprint of that part of circular 1 dealing with 
the requirements for the two types of groups. 
A Section of the Syllabus 
in English, Grades 7 to 12. 65p. 10 cents 
_ This section of the new syllabus in English, now 
in press, indicates ways in which the librarian and 
the teacher may cooperate in carrying out a com- 
bined program of training in English and in library 
usage. It presents many suggestions with regard 
to the development of library skills. 


Library Instruction, 


_ 


landbooks 
1 The Law and the Rules of Practice Re- 
lating to Appeals to the Commissioner 
of Education 
Examinations 

24 Organizations and Institutions. 

31 Visual Instruction 

41 High School Departments of Agriculture 

42 Examinations for State Scholarships in 
Cornell University 


25 cents 


—_o——_. 


Calendar of Educational Meetings 


New York State Teachers Association, house of 


delegates, Rochester, November 27th-28th 

Associated Academic Principals, Syracuse, De- 
cember 27th-29th 

New York State Association of District Super- 
intendents, Rochester, December 7th-9th 

New York State Association of Elementary 
Principals, Syracuse, December 28th-29th 

New York State Science Teachers Association, 
Syracuse, December 28th-29th 

New York State Vocational Association, Syra- 
cuse, December 28th-—29th 

Educational Research Association of New York 
State, December 27th 

Department of Superintendence of the N.E.A 
Cleveland, Ohio, February 24th-March Ist 

first district of Cayuga 

second dis- 


Teachers’ conferences 
county, Auburn, December 6th; 
trict of Orange county, Washingtonville, De- 
cember 15th 
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Radio Programs 
State Departments 


The program for the November and Decem- 
ber radio broadcasts of the three State Depart- 
ments of Education, Mental Hygiene and Social 
Welfare from station WGY at Schenectady on 
Thursday at 4.00 p. m. follows: 

November 23d, “Dental Education,” Dr 
Minor J. Terry, Secretary, New York State 
Beard of Dental Examiners, State Education 
Department 

November 30th, “New York State as a 
Guardian for Delinquent and Dependent Chil- 
dren,” James H. Foster, Assistant Commis- 
sioner, State Department of Social Welfare 
Point,” Dr 
Mental 
Mental 


December 7th, “The Breaking 
Horatio M. Pollock, Director of 
Hygiene Statistics, Department of 
Hygiene 

December 14th, “Your Hospitals and Dis- 
pensaries,” Clarence E. Ford, Assistant Com- 
missioner, State Department of Social Welfare 

December 2Ist, “ Regulations Governing 
Medical Practice in New York State,” Dr 
Harold York State 


Board of Medical Examiners, State Education 


Rypins, Secretary, New 


Department 
December 28th, “A Christmas Message,” 
Dr Frederick W. Parsons, Commissioner of 


Mental Hygiene 


Rural Education Division 


The program for the November and Decem- 
ber radio talks on rural education and rural life 
sponsored by the Rural Education Division of 
the Department and broadcast from station 
WGY at Schenectady on Tuesdays at 12.35 p. m. 
follows : 

November 21st, “ The School's Part in Gov- 
ernment and Politics,” Arthur Layman, principal 
of Menands School 

November 28th, “ Putting Some Education on 
a Big Hill,” Ralph J. Stanley, principal, Virgil 
Central School 

December 5th, “ The Why and Wherefore of 
the Activity Program,” Harry W. Rude, prin- 
cipal, Sodus High School 

December 12th, “ Safety Habits for Modern 
Highways,” Carroll Mealey, Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Department 
of Taxation and Finance 
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Loans of Lantern Slides 
Continue To Increase 


During September and October the Visual 
Instruction Division of the Department sent out 
284,101 slides, a gain of 27 per cent over the 
corresponding months for last year. 

Of the total number of slides lent last year 
92 per cent went to schools with registered 
classes. 

The Division has been able to effect a still 
closer administration of its activities and has 
had splendid cooperation from the schools in 
their preparation of applications and in the 
punctuality in filing applications and in return- 
ing slides. 

Up to date during the current school year 
one-week applications from nonregistered bor- 
rowers have been filled. 

A larger number of new classes have been 
registered for geography 5 and 6 than was ex- 
It has consequently been impossible to 
With a 


reduced appropriation for equipment the num- 


pected. 


fill all applications for these classes. 


ber of slides that can be made this year is 
lessened by about half the usual number. 


Building Plans Approved 


Plans approved by the School Buildings and 
Grounds Division of the Department include the 
following : 

Sloatsburg, new toilet rooms, $4500; approved 
November 2d 

Harrison, remodeling and improving for ad- 
school, 


ditional classrooms to grade 


$4841, approved November 3d; fire escape for 


present 


Memorial Building, approved November 3d 


Farmingdale, addition to grade _— school, 
$10,000; approved November 3d 

District 9, Hopkinton, St Lawrence county, 
new one-room school building, 


November 11th 


$2625; approved 


December 19th, “ Putting Unemployed Talent 
to Work,” W. C. Smith, Chief, Adult Education 
Bureau of the Vocational and Extension Educa- 
tion Division of the State Education Department 

December 26th, “ Who Pays the Bills for Our 
Public Schools?” Edwin R. Van Kleeck, super- 
intendent of schools, Walden 
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Examinations Division Plans Group Conferences of Teachers 


The Division of Examinations and Inspections 
is committed to the supervision and training 
of teachers in service as one of its main func- 
tions. This service is carried on through various 
means, one of the most important of which is 
the group inspection of class work by visiting 
teachers under the direction of the state super- 
visor. These inspections and conferences are 
held in selected high schools where it is reason- 
ably certain that the visiting teachers may have 
an opportunity to observe excellent classroom 
Part 
of the day is devoted to observation of instruc- 
tion and the balance to a round-table critique 


practices of a nondemonstration nature. 


of the instruction so observed and to a dis- 
cussion of specific teaching problems. 

During the several years that these confer- 
ences have been held, they have been found the 
most effective single means of meeting groups 
of teachers and of improving teaching proced- 
ure and teaching technic. They are not to be 
confused with unsupervised visiting days, which 
are likely to prove ineffectual. Properly organ- 
ized and directed group inspections of classroom 
practices are helpful to inexperienced teachers 
as well as to experienced teachers who encounter 
difficulty in planning assignments, in conducting 
recitations and in encouraging active pupil 
participation in all phases of classroom work. 

For the school year 1933-34 conferences are 
planned for teachers of mathematics, of com- 
foreign 


subjects and of the modern 


It is expected that teachers will be 


mercial 
languages. 
given the opportunity to attend these meetings 
and that authorities give 
cordial support in promoting this cooperative 
In the field of mathematics, 13 con- 
The schedule 


local school will 
enterprise. 
ferences have already been held. 
for the remainder of the year follows. It is 
desirable that teachers report at the school of 
8.45 a. m. 
and 


in order to receive 


the state 


their choice at 


from the principal supervisor 


instructions and class assignments. 


Mathematics 
December 5th Geneva 
December 6th Batavia 
Buffalo (Bennett H. S.) 
Little Falls 
Utica 
Albany 


December 7th 
December 11th 
December 14th 
December 18th 


January 9th Hornell 
January 10th Olean 
January 11th Jamestown 
February 13th Binghamton 
February 14th Cortland 
February 27th Riverhead 
February 28th Amityville 


March Ist 
March 6th 


Oyster Bay 
Elmira 


Commercial 

White Plains 

Hempstead 

3uffalo (Hutchinson-Central 
H. S.) 

February 28th Watertown 

March Ist Syracuse* (Blodgett Vocational 


December 6th 
December &th 
February 16th 


H. S.) 
March 9th Albany 
March 15th Middletown 


Hornell 
Binghamton? 


April 25th 
April 27th 


a 8.30 a. m.—4 p. m. 
b 8a. m.—5 p. m. 


Modern Foreign Languages 
April 20th 
April 27th 
May 4th 
May IIth 


Bronxville 

Rome 
Auburn 
Freeport 


May 18th Niagara Falls 
May 25th Amsterdam 
— 


Tri-County Schoolmen 
Hold Meeting 
The Tri-County Club 
semiannual meeting on October 10th in 
There were 68 present at the 


Schoolmen’s held its 
Sara- 
toga Springs. 
Bernard P. Murphy, president, pre- 
sided and presented the speakers : 
Superintendent David R. Finley of Hudson 
Falls, Principal Arvid J. Burke of Schuyler- 
ville, and Murray Johnson of Corinth. 

The following officers were elected: 
dent, Joseph Werner, principal, Ballston Spa 
Junior High School; vice president, Dana King, 
principal, Hudson Falls High School ; treasurer, 
Schuylerville High 


meeting. 
following 


presi- 


Arvid Burke, principal, 


School. 
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Old Newspapers Tell of Schools of a Century Ago 


the 
revealed 


data regarding 


have 


historical 
century 


Interesting 
schools of a ago been 
by Joseph Gavit, senior librarian of the New 
York State Library, from a reading of the files 
Particularly interesting are 
the 
uition and the qualifications of instructors 

In the May 3, 1820, the 


Sentinel, notice was given of the opening of the 


of old newspapers. 


the subjects that were taught, terms of 


issue of Saratoga 
Saratoga Union Academy at Saratoga Springs 


Candidates for admission were informed that 
products of the farm would be received in pay 
ment for board and tuition. The same paper, in 
\pril 12, 1824, noted the opening 
Union Village, 
\nother interesting bit of historical data was 
found in the May 11, 1830, issue of the Hudson 


Clave 


its issue of 


of a school at now Greenwich 


Gazette telling of the establishment of 
rack Academy. 
The notice regarding Union Academy fol 


lows: 


UNION ACADEMY 


ESTABLISHED A A SPRINGS 

Notice is hereby given, that the Saratoga 
Union Academy will be opened about the 20th 
inst. The Committee having employed a teacher 
in whose qualifications they place confidence, 


SARATOG 


feel a pleasure in recommending this infant 
institution to the patronage of a generous 
public They pledge themselves that English 


Grammar, Geography, Rhetoric, Composition, 
Logic, Vulgar Arithmetic, Mathematics, Moral 
and Natural Philosophy, and the Latin, Greek 
ind Hebrew languages, will be taught here with 
fidelity, and they think they may add, with an 
ibility that shall render the institution worthy 
of public patronage 
Students from abroad wishing to attend the 
\cademy, will be furnished with respectable 
hoarding, for a sum not exceeding $2 per week 
Darius O. Griswot Committee 
FRANCIS WAYLAND, SEN. of 
Henry WALTON Supply 
Saratoga Springs, May 2, 1820 
-.Wheat, Rye, Corn, Butter, Cheese, and 
almost all of the productions of the farm at the 
common market price will be received in pay 
ment for board and tuition, to be delivered to 
the committee 


The Saratoga Sentinel’s notice of the 


of the school in Union Village follows 


opening 


UNION VILLAGE 


ENGLISH & CLASSICAL SCHOO! 


The Trustees have the satisfaction of inform- 
ing the publick, that they have engaged Mr 
Royal L. Porter, A.B., to take the charge of 
their school the present; a gentleman, whose 
qualifications and experience as a teacher of 
youth, are too well known in this vicinity, to 
require any additional recommendation from a 
newspaper paragraph. 

The school will be opened for the 
of scholars on Thursday the 15th ot 
in addition to the branches usually taught in 
our common schools, Mr Porter instruct 
in Geography, Algebra, Geometry, Principles of 
Mensuration, Navigation and Surveying, Rhe 
torick, Logick, History, Natural and Intellectual 
Philosophy ; together with the Latin and Greek 
languages 


Tas? Board obtained 
families at a reasonable price 
Witttam Mowry, 


Joun M’'Grecor, 


Union Village (Wash. Co.) 


reception 


\pril; and 


will 


may he in respectable 


\uo 


REUBEN 


Mare h 24, 


SKINNER 


SCOFIELD 
1824 


rhe notice regarding the opening of Claverack 


\cademy follows 


CLAVERACK ACADEMY 

mistitu 
Clave 
will 


The Board of Trustees of the literary 
tion recently organized in the village of 
rack, inform the public that their Academy 
be opened, and the school commence on the Ist 
The Board are happy in being 
able to state that the institution will be placed 
under the direction of the Rev Mabon 
\.M.,. a gentleman of high character and attain 


of June next 


John S 


ments, and whose experience and success mn 
teaching commend him to public confidence 
Mr Mabon is eminently qualified for the efficient 


rt use 
( rad 


the 


n all the branches 
ornamental education 
College habituated to 
practice ol teaching tor than 
chiefly in the grammar s« with 
Union College Rutgers New 
Brunswick, N. ]., his various acquirements and 
efficient method of the mind, 


instruction of youth, 


ful, classical and 


Union and 


uated at 


more twenty vears, 


hools connected 


and College, at 


training vouthtful 


entitle him to a large share of public patronage 

The following branches of learning will be 
introduced and taught in the institution, accord 
ing to the age and capacity of the pupils, 
together with the wishes of parents 

The latin, Greek and French languages; 
the higher departments in English, embracing 
Geography, Ancient and Modern, with the use 
of Globes; Elements of Astronomy; English 
Parsing; Belles Letters; History and Composi 


tion, with their application to the principles of 
criticism: Mathematics, including Arithmetic, 
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Book-Keeping by double-entry; Algebra; Ge- 
ometry ; Mensuration in its various departments 
of lights and distances; Solids and Fluids; Sur 
veying; Levelling; Navigation, with single and 
double observed altitudes; Lunar Observations ; 
Elements of natural and moral science ; Chemis 
try, etc. 
Terms of Tuition per Quarter 


For Reading, Spelling, Writing..... $3.00 
The above with Arithmetick, Geography 

GUE SRO x oongccevcesccces« 4.00 
Any of the above, with English Gram 

mar, and the higher departments of 

ON Ere errs epee 5.00 
Classics, Mathematics & all other 

ERA AEE ES ae ar 5.00 

Good board may be obtained in respectable 


families, including washing, for from $1.50 to 
$1.75, per week. 


A190m-N 33-13,500(11642) 


The village of Claverack is pleasantly situ- 
ated, three miles from the city of Hudson, is 
remarkably healthy, retired and yet easy of 
access from all parts of the country, and in all 
respects presents a desirable location for study, 
health and improvement. 

ABRAM JORDAN 
President of the Board of Trustees 


Vay 10th, 1830 


References — Rev. Dr Nott, President of 
Union College; Rev. Dr Brownlee; Rev. Dr 
DeWitt and the Rev. Dr Knox, of the Collegiate 
Reformed Dutch Church, New York; the Rev. 
Dr Brodhead, and the Rev. Dr Cox, of New 
York, the Rev. Cyrus Stebbins, Rector of the 
Episcopal Church in the city of Hudson; Rev. 
Dr Ludlow, of the Reformed Dutch Church in 
\lbany. 
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